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NATI ONAL ORGANI C STANDARDS BOARD
Fl NAL RECOMVENDATI ON ADDENDUM NUMBER 2

BOTANI CAL PESTI Cl DES POLI CY

Dat e adopted: Cctober 14, 1994
Locati on: Rohnert Park, California

COVMENTARY

The National Organic Standards Board (NOSB) is charged with the
responsi bility of conducting a special review of botanical
pesticides under Section 2119(k)(4) of the Organic Foods
Production Act of 1990 (OFPA): "The Board shall, prior to the
establ i shnment of the National List, review all botanical
pesticides used in agricultural production and consi der whet her
any such botanical pesticide should be included in the |ist of
prohi bited natural substances.”

The speci al review has been conducted with the follow ng results:

10/ 13/94 Neem Motion to add to the Prohibited Natura
Li st was def eat ed.

10/13/94 N cotine Tabl ed while identity and review are re-
est abl i shed.

10/ 13/94 Pyrethruns Motion to add to the Prohi bited Natural
Li st was def eat ed.

10/ 13/94 CQuassi a Renmoved from consi derati on

10/ 13/ 94 Rot enone Motion to add to the Prohi bited Natural
Li st was def eat ed.

10/ 13/94 Ryania Motion to add to the Prohi bited Natural
Li st was def eat ed.

10/13/94 Sabadilla Motion to add to the Prohi bited Natural
Li st was def eat ed.

10/ 13/ 94 Strychnine Tabl ed until TAP reviewers are found to
conpl ete revi ew.

10/ 14/ 94 Pi peronyl Motion to add to the Approved Synthetic

But oxi de list as a synergist for use with

bot ani cal s was def eat ed.
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Additionally nore TAP reviewers or clarifications of unclear
points were requested for Rotenone and Ryania. Mre information
on all the botanicals is still comng in and will be evaluated as
it does.

This list of botanical pesticides is limted to those generic
substances that are commonly known, registered with the EPA under
FI FRA, and that have been used historically in organic crop
producti on because of their docunented insecticidal properties.

RECOMVENDATI ON

The Board mai ntains that prevention should be a producer's
primary approach to pest managenent. Cultural and bi ol ogi cal
techni ques nust be given the highest priority by producers and be
wel | docunented in the Organic Farm Pl an. Not hw t hstandi ng, the
Board recogni zes that when cultural and biol ogical practices fai
to provi de adequate crop protection, the use of botanical
pesticides can be an effective second |ine defense.

It is the position of the Board that producers who use botani cal
pesticides in organic crop production shall conply with the
restrictions set forth bel ow

1. Bot ani cal pesticides shall only be utilized within the
context of a biorational pest managenent program and
shall not be the primary nethod of pest control set
forth in the Organic Farm Pl an.

2. Producers shall utilize botanical pesticides in a
manner which is |least toxic and | east ecologically
di srupti ve.

3. Al'l EPA | abel restrictions and directions need to be
followed. This includes |ivestock, crops, target
pests, safety precautions, pre-harvest intervals and
wor ker re-entry.

4. In light of the fact that the Sunset Provision in
Section 2118 of OFPA does not apply to Botanicals
unl ess they are prohibited, and serious data gaps have
been identified in sone areas, the NOSB reconmmends that
a conprehensi ve review of Botanicals occur within 5
years of inplenmentation of OFPA

Furthernore, the Board concludes that it is not possible to
define the "cautious and judi cious use" of botanical pesticides

ADD2BOT. BFR 2



67
68
69
70
71
72
73

on a national basis, and therefore asserts its position that
organic certifying agencies shall nonitor the use of particul ar
bot ani cal pesticides as appropriate to |ocal situations and shall
assure that these recommendations are strictly adhered to.
Additionally, certifiers may use their discretion on further
restricting the pre-harvest interval beyond the m ni mrum | abel
requirenents.

ADD2BOT. BFR 3



